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Passengers at Dulles International Airport walk underneath one of Philad elphia artist Ray King's hanging sculptures,

As jels expand,
so does Dulles Airport

BY ASHLEY HaLsEy ITI

n a brisk autumn day al-
most 50 years ago, with its
piston engines churning
four-bladed propellers, an
airliner banked over the
farm fields west of Wash-
ington to make a graceful
landing as an assembled crowd applauded.

About 80 passengers got off, and Dulles
International Airport was officially open
forbusiness.

The farm fields and turboprop planes
are long gone, and the massive airport 26
miles from the nation’s capital is quietly
moving toward a new era when the next
generation of wide-body jets can deliver
several thousand international passengers
through its portals in a single hour.

Right now, a new Air France Aitbus 380
that can carry 538 passengers arrives from
Paris each day. Soon, more of the huge jets

may come calling, and United and ANA,
two airlines that service Dulles, are taking
delivery of the new Boeing 787 Dreamlin-
er, which can handleup to 290 passengers.

“Wemay get as many as five wide-bodies
at once in the afternoon when the north-
ern European flights begin arriving,” air-
port manager Chris Browne said Wednes-
day as he strolled through the cavernous
new facility intended to process as many as
2400 international passengers, and re-
unite them with their luggage, in a single
hour.

The arrival of five wide-body jets from
abroad at the same time could dump more
than 3,000 pieces of luggage into a recep-
tion and processing area that has doubled
in size.

The airport has gradually been making
improvements to prepare for the new jets
and their planeloads of passengers.

To handle all those bags, the airport
completed the installation last year of

several baggage carousels in the interna-
tional arrivals building that together are
the length of six football fields.

‘While a dour economy has slowed air
travel globally and at home, the number of
international passengers passing through
Dulles has continued to growslightly, even
as domestic travel dipped. Dulles served
23.2 million domestic and international
passengers last year, an overall decline of
1.6 percent from 2010. By comparison,
Baltimore-Washington International Mar-
shall Airport served a record 224 million
passengers overall.

But international traffic at Dulles is
expected to continue to grow with the
addition of flights to Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates; Doha, Qatar; Dubai; Dub-
lin; Manchester, England; Mexico City;
and Teronto.

The airport expects to expand from 388
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Obama moves on
offshore drilling

SEISMIC SURVEYS IN ATLANTIC PROPOSED

McDonnell pleased; environmentalists opposed

BY DarrYL FEARS

The Obama administration on
‘Wednesday took a significantstep
toward allowing oil and natural
gas companies to drill off the
coasts of Virginia and other East-
ernSeaboard states.

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
announced a planto allow compa-
nies to conduct seismic mapping
surveys on the outer continental
shelf of the Atlantic Coast from
Delaware to themiddle of Florida.

“As part of our offshore energy
strategy, we want to open the
opportunity ... to conduct seis-
mic exploration ... s0 we can
know what resources exist in
those areas,” Salazar said in Nor-
folk. “The fact is our infermation
is ... 30 years old, and it’s out of
date. The bottom line is it’s an
important safe step to understand
what resources are out there”

In addition to assessing how
much oil and natural gas is in the
area, seismic testing would help
determine the best places for
wind turbines and other renew-

able energy projects, locate sand
and gravel for restoring eroding
coastal areas, and identify cultur-
al artifacts such as historic sunk-
en ships.

Virginia Gov. Robert F. McDon-
nell, in a statement, praised the
announcement as “a small step
forward in the development of
our offshore energy resources”
But he also chided the adminis-
tration for not allowing oil explo-
ration off Virginia last year, a
“preakthrough that would have
led to the creation of thousands of
new jobs in our state, generated
significant revenues for state and
local governments, and led to
more domestic energy produc-
tion”

Environmental groups at-
tacked the survey proposal, say-
ing the sonic booms could injure
hundreds of thousands of dol-
phins and whales and disrupt the
feeding, mating and reproductive
patterns of marine mammals mil-
lions oftimes each year.
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D.C. is drawing more
from outside region

Most new residents are
college students
or recent graduates

BY CAROL MORELLO

Even asthe District bleeds resi-
dents to the suburbs, it is gaining
newcomerswhoaremoving to the
city from outside the region, new
census data show.

More people relocate to the
District each year from Manhat
tanthanfrom Fairfax County. The
District gains more residents
from Chicago and Los Angeles
than from Alexandria, with new-
comers from Philadelphia and
San Diego close behind. Eight of
the top 15 places that people have

left forthe District are outside the
region.

Census data released Wednes-
day show that migration pattermns
reflect a revitalized District that
hasbeen gaining residents for the
first time in more than half a
century. Most of the new arrivals
are young adults who move here
to attend college and stay, or ar-
rive fresh from graduationto land
their first professional jobs.

“The District is the place with
day life and night life and action,”
said William H. Frey, a demogra-
pher with the Brookings Institu-
tion. “People who come in and
want to bepart of it moveinto the
District. In a lot of other places,
they would move into the inner
suburbs.”
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Trav el ers walk through the newly enlarged international arrivals building at Dulles International Airport on Wednesday. Officials say they
expect the airport to expand from 388 weekly departures to 495 in the near future.

Dulles Airport is *building for the future’

ATRPORT FROM Bl

international departures each
week to 495 in the near future.

“This tfacility is designed to be
world-class,” Browne said as pas-
sengers from a Korean Air flight
filtered through. “We view our-
selves as the doorstep to the
nation’s capital”

To that end, the almost
400,000-square-foot customs
and baggage center was beauti-
fied with a suspended sculpture
by New York artist Alice Aycock.
Four skylights frame large hang-
ing sculptures by Philadelphian
Ray King, each one a series of
lenses that are aligned to splash
sunlight on the white terrazzo

floor. A resin wall sculpture by
Boston artist Mikyoung Kim cre-
ates a textured reflection of the
local seasons using global tele-
scopic images collected by NASA,

Passengers too weary after
hours of international flight to
notice the fine art will, at least,
find plenty of restrooms, includ-
ing in the area betfore they line up

to share their passports with
customs authorities.

Should they fail tonotice them,
a corps of multilingual college
students in bright yellow shirts
works the lines to point them out
and answer other questions.

“We're building for the future”
Browne said.
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